
Interim Report: Team 038 Members: Amy Yurwit 
 

Problem Description: The Syrian Civil War has precipitating the 
largest human rights catastrophe of our time with more than 
4,000,000 refugees currently displaced worldwide (more than half 
of the Syrian population). Roughly half of those refugees are 
women and children under the age eighteen with few possessions 
excluding the clothes on their backs. Seeking amnesty, they have 
flooded surrounding countries, including Turkey, Greece, 
Germany, and Sweden. Since 2011, only 1,500 refugees have 
been accepted into the United States. Though the Obama 
administration has promiced the allowance of 10,000 Syrians in 
2016, that totals to only 11,500, an abysmal fraction compared to 
what far less financially capable countries like Turkey (which has 
accepted 2 million refugees since the war’s outbreak) have 
contributed. Racial and religious prejudices and the perceived 
threat of terrorism is rippling through the American people and 
galvanizing them to increase immigration laws rather than help 
people actually fleeing from terrorism. 
 

Problem Solution: This project hopes to ascertain whether or 
not, when given the chance to assimilate, refugees contribute 
positively to the local economy, thus bettering society and not 
terrorizing it. By presenting data I’ve collected from various host 
countries in a computational model, I will develop an argument for 



or against larger amounts of refugees being allowed into the 
United States. 
 

Problem Progress:   
 

Turkey- Since the initial outbreak of the crisis in March 2011, 
Turkey has become host to about 2,000,000 Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees (more than any other country worldwide). By May of 
2013, Turkey had already spent $1.5 billion on accommodating 
the needs of refugees, which is more than half of the total EU 
contribution (the humanitarian appeal for Syrian refugees in the 
UN is only  40% funded). 
 

Greece-  Common destination for refugees travelling by boat. The 
Dublic Regulation, which dictates that refugees stay in the first EU 
country they dock in, means that many refugees are deported 
back to Greece, which does not have the welfare provisions to 
accomodate them. Desperate to get to country that will grant them 
amnesty, some refugees have even burned off their fingertips to 
erase themselves from the system. 
 

Germany- which has been one of the most welcoming EU 
countries, promising to 
 

Sweden- Accepts the most refugees per capita in the EU. 
 

 



Sources: 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/11/250005.htm 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/09/world/welcome-syrian-refugees-
countries/ 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/09/syrias-refugee-
crisis-in-numbers/ 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/oct/07/dublin-regulation-
european-asylum-seekers 
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