
Gold King Mine Spill
Daniela and Ximena



How did it happen?

• The EPA was working to clean up the abandoned 
Red Bonita Mine in Silverton,Colorado, in August of 
2015.

• While working on this, contaminated water 
breached out of the wall unstoppably into the 
Animas River Watershed.



Before and After the Spill



What was the Animas River 
Watershed contaminated with?

• The water was contaminated with lead, arsenic and 
copper, among other heavy metals.



Why does this spill matter?

• Most people that live around the area depend on 
water from the Animas for agriculture, to drink, and 
to bathe in.

• Many animals also live around the area and rely on 
the river in order to survive.



What were the 
consequences?

• People were unable to shower

• Many farmers’ crops died because of 
pollution/contamination.

• People on the Navajo Nation had no drinking water

• Some people claim that many animals that live 
around the area were poisoned from the water.



Where did it happen?
• The Gold King Mine Spill 

occurred from Silverton, 
Colorado to Lake Powell, 
located in Utah and Arizona
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